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Is Not A 
DirtyWord 


Yeah, sure. ..WE know it, 
but how do we convince 
the rest of the world? 


If you are a lesbian or bisexual woman who is interested in 
helping to find the answer to this question, come to the next 
meeting of Women Educating Against Homophobia. 
3:30 Thursday, February 17th 
Student Union Building, Room 137a 


CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS 

International Women's Dav Issue 



Covering issues with an international focus 
of concern to women 

Submissions Deadline: Mon, Feb 28/94 

All women welcome to submit prose, poetry, 
graphics, etc., attend meetings, or help with 
production; no experience necessary! 

Collective meetings: 

Thursdays at 4:00 in the Women's Centre 

Production Weekend: Mar 5-6 


frs ce£ei^vcdx<rr\^ 



maidenlyeap: a band of woman warriors 
( a pile of clyyfas ) 



Anna Torres 
Britt Hailstone 
2| Chandra Wong 
Christie Shaw 

CMD^IIIIII! 

Elizabeth Carlyle 
Erica Santos 
Jacqueline Crummey 
Jacquie Best 
Jennifer Spencer 
Judy Maclnnes Jr. 

Kelly Babcock 
Sarah McCoubrey 
Shannon Hecker 
Shelley Marie Motz 
Simone Palmer 
Tara Sharpe 
Theresa Newhouse 
Tina Walker 
Trade Scuce 
Van deCiCco 



Theresa Newhouse: Brazen Seductress 
Sarah M^oubrey: PhOtb^rapher and Voyeuer E^trSordinlre 
Kelly Babcock: Refreshment Seargant and Assistant Voyeur 
2.2 : 2 TheresaNewhohser Brazen' 

Jaqueline Crummey: Queen of the Heart Shaped Bottems 
Shelley Motz: Deadline Dominatrix 
Naomi North: 

Carolynn Van de Vyvere: Discretion Assured /• 
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Brave New Reproductive Technologies 



Sunera Thobani, 
president of the NAC, 
delivered a frightening 
and powerful speech on New Reproduc- 
tive Technologies (NRT), Fri. Jan. 14. 

She began her speech with the images of 
two women and their very different experi- 
ences with NRTs. 

The first, a 58 year-old, post-menopausal 
British woman and her twins, conceived 
through the miracles of IVF (In Vitro Fertil- 
ization). 

The second image was of a young 
woman strapped down, sterilized by a doc- 
tor who boasts of his ability to perform the 
irreversible operation in a hasty 45 sec- 
onds. 

The latter is a woman of colour, living in 
poverty in the Third World. 

Thobani emphasized the importance of 
understanding that women's life experi- 
ences vary depending on race, class, and 
sexual orientation. 

1 She illustrated this point using the exam- 
ple of the Pro-Choice Movement which she 
claims was inherently racist because it 
"silenced women of colour and poor 
women". 

The Movement made "a mockery" of 
these women because it neglected to 
address their reality — they did not always 
have abortions on the basis of choice but, 
conversely, on that of force. 

Thobani sharply criticized the rhetoric of 
choice for its deceptive powers. 

The language of "choice" has been 
appropriated by the NRT industry as a sell- 
ing point. 

As Thobani points out, the NRT services 
are targeting a specific consumer — people 
who biologically "can't have children" now 
have that "choice". 

Do to the expense of the procedures, 
they are targeted at the elite who can afford 
them, thus there is a "ranking" of who can 
give birth and who can be bom. 

Along that same vein, Thobani pointed 
out that with NRT "advancements" such 
as, amniocentesis and ultrasounds, disabil- 
ities and genetic diseases can be detected 
early in the pregnancy so that the mother 
can "choose" whether or not to abort the 
fetus. 

Thobani raised the issue of so-called 
"social responsibility"; the onus of the situ- 
ation is placed on the mother. 

If she carries a child she 
knows will have Downs Syn- 



spon- 

sible". It 
becomes "common 
sense" for her to abort the unborn, dis- 
abled child. 

Thobani criticizes NRTs for their "com- 
mon sense" ideology which continues to 
hone efforts in selective breeding and rank- 
ing of births. 

NRTs are also responsible for the fact 
that women "now know less about their 
bodies" than ever before. 

Thobani said women also have 'less con- 
trol" over their natural reproductive cycles. 
The so-called medical advancements use 
women as guinea pigs, as NRTs are still in 
the experimental stages. 

They reassure us, however, with "success 
rates" and promises to solve the infertility 
"problem". 

Thobani asks us to consider the ques- 
tions that have been left unanswered: 
"what are the long term affects on the 
mothers and children using Reproductive 
Technologies?" 

The Royal Commission on New Repro- 
ductive Technologies released a $28 million 
report last fall (yet the government still 
can't "find" enough money to fund 
women's organizations). 

Their job was to inquire into and 
research the moral, societal and economic 
repercussions of NRTs. 

Thobani said "4 out of 10 Commissioners 
were fired during the proceedings for their 
feminist leanings". 

Thobani also emphasized that the statis- 
tics within the report (entitled, ironically, 
"Proceed with Care") focused on polls 
evaluated by "public opinion" telephone 
surveys. 

Thobani said these surveys were con- 
ducted on a public uneducated about the 
subject with slanted questions influencing 
the outcomes. 

Guidelines for sex selection in the report 
restricted its use for "non-medical purpos- 
es" but was considered acceptable in 
instances of "family completion". 

Thobani asked us to consider the effec- 
tiveness of the Regulatory Body that would 
monitor the provisions of the report in an 
industry dominated by commercialism. 

She emphasized the necessity to 
"address the gap between the RT Move- 
ment and the Abortion Rights Move- 
ment" by developing a global, 
non-racist model. 




Thobani 

emphasized the importance of 
dialogue in working towards inclusive- 
ness. 

Anti-racism efforts are a "painful pro- 
cess", she said, yet it is important to turn 
anger into activism. 

Thobani said she felt the power in anger 
is very strong. "Use it don't let it use you," 
she said. 

Women's groups must look at issues, 
examine and rethink them. 

"[Racism] is something that exists on all 
levels in society," said Thobani. 

Our job is to recognize this and con- 
sciously make an effort to be anti-racist. 

"[Guilt] doesn't allow you to understand 
racism," she said, it is another paralyzing 
trait that accompanies racism. 

Thobani said it is important to remember 
women of colour need their separate space 
on some issues but all women need to find 
issues that can be worked on collectively. 

Norplant is one such issue. 

Tested on women in the Third World and 
now available for marketing in Canada, 
women globally need to address this issue 
together. 

Aside from "horrendous side effects", 
Norplant is "provider controlled". 

In Third World countries it is being used 
as a method of "population control", 
women are given an anesthetic when Nor- 
plant is implanted but when they come 
back, demanding its removal, they are told 
that the doctor "cannot afford to give them 
anesthetic again", said Thobani. 

The United States is also considering 
tieing Norplant use to receiving welfare. 

The attack is not on the unequal distribu- 
tion of education, wealth and other 
resources, but on "the welfare recipients", 
namely women. 

The overwhelming lack of attention 
given to this issues demonstrates the 
"inadequacy" of the women's movement 
to address issues of poor women and 
women of colour, said Thobani. 

Thobani said she was "pleased at the 
turnout" for the conference, organized with 
few resources and no funding. She 
expressed hope at seeing so many interest- 
ed in this controversial topic. % 

by Trade Skuce 
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Hetero-nausea 


By Shelley Marie Motz 


Last March, when Gloria 
Steinem spoke at the New- 
combe Theatre, she asked the 
audience if there were real- 
women in Canada and then 
apologized, claiming that they 
are one of America's most 
unfortunate exports. 

Regardless of whether or 
not one agrees with her, it can 
not be denied that Realwomen 
is the most outspoken anti- 
feminist organization in Cana- 
da. 

They are also adamantly 
anti-gay. 

Real is an acronym for real- 
istic, equal and active for life. 
The organization perceives 
itself as fighting for the •preser- 
vation of "family values". It 
views any deviation from the 
traditional, primary Judeo- 
Christian, concept of the family 
as immoral and dangerous to 
society. 

A pamphlet about sexual 
orientation legislation which 
was written and circulated by 
Realwomen states that the 
homosexual movement has 
three goals: to redefine the 
family, to recognize homosexu- 
al unions and to seduce the 
young. 

Few feminists and homosex- 
uals would deny that the first 
two goals are desirable. 

The third however is a mali- 
cious statement which has no 
basis in fact. 

Realwomen misrepresents 
homosexuals as individual? 1 
who have failed to develop 
psycho-sexually and come 
together to commit "vulgar" 
acts. 

They deny that homosexuals 
can have healthy relationships 
and families. 

" Many homosexuals, 
because they cannot procreate, 
must recruit, often the young. " 

The pamphlet links homo- 
sexuality to beastiality and 
pedophilia and it calls mastur- 
bation, anal and oral sex per- 
versions. 


It also condemns homosexu- 
als for prostitution. " The 
homosexual seeks sex in the 
young age group. As he ages, 
when he begins to lose his 
attractiveness, he resorts to 
buying sex." Realwomen 
claims that homosexuality has 
spillover effects on society. 

Due to AIDS, they view 
homosexuals as a " medical 
threat to their own sex, to those 
who require blood transfu- 
sions, to the promiscuous and 
their unknowing spouses." 

Essentially, they place all of 
the blame for AIDS on the 
homosexual community and 
they concentrate on homosexu- 
al men as opposed to les- 
bians. 

They continue by 
stating that " homosexual food 
handlers are a frequent source 
of Hepatitis outbreaks. " 

They provide no statistics or 
medical records to support 
their claims. 

They do not acknowledge 
that homosexuals have been at 
the forefront of AIDS educa- 
tion and lobby on behalf of 
AIDS research. 

In fact, the funding of medi- 
cal research and treatment of 
AIDS victims is a point of con- 
tention with Realwomen. They 
perceive AIDS as a "self-inflict- 
ed injury " which should not 
be treated at the taxpayers’ ers' 
expense. 

In a letter to Svend Robin- 
son ( an NDP MP who is open- 
ly homosexual), a 
past-president of realwomen 
B.C., P. Steacy, wrote, " Homo- 
sexuality is not a human rights 

issue but a public health issue. 

// 

In response to the statement 
that it is cruel for victims of 
AIDS who are homosexual to 
endure npt only the disease but 
also homophobia, she retorted 
that decent people are not suf- 
fering from homophobia so 
much as homonausea* 

In closing, she stated that 
realwomen " encourage homo- 
sexuals to abandon their unfor- 
tunate habit as have millions 
before them. Those who turn 
from homosexuality to produc- 
tive chastity or responsible het- 
erosexuality should be forgiv- 
en and welcomed." % 


I] 
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Unaccountable Customs 


by Carolynn Van de Vyvere 

Unelected, unaccountable - 
it’s "the guys at the border 
smelling the 'Doctor Scholl's' 
to see if it's cocaine [who] now 
Decide(s) what Canadians 
should and should not read." 

Morag Martin, who belongs 
to both the Queer Rights 
Alliance and the Victoria Sta- 
tus of Women Action Group, 
believes this accurately reflects 
the situation of censorship at. 
Canada Customs. 

In 1990, Little Sister's Book- 
store of Vancouver mounted a 
charter challenge with the B.C. 
Supreme Court because they 
believe shipments to gay and 
lesbian bookstores are being 
targeted by Canada Customs 
officials. They have been 
joined in this case by the B.C. 
Civil Liberties Association. 

The existing charter allows 
for "anonymous, unelected 
customs officials" to determine 
what qualifies as 'obscene' for 
people in Canada. 

Customs officials appear to 
have abused this power to dis- 
criminate against gay and les- 
bian bookstores. Shipments 
bound for queer stores are 
often detained or seized. Such 
practices are expensive to busi- 
nesses in both time and lost 
sales. 

Morag Martin said the dis- 
criminatory nature of these 
siezures becomes most obvious 
if one considers that, "the very 
same books that are getting 
through to mainstream book 
stores are being seized on 
route to gay and lesbian book- 
stores." 

Though Canada Customs 
claims that goods deemed 
obscene under current policy 
are primarily those which link 
sex with violence, cruelty or 
exploitation, many of the 
banned gay and lesbian books 
which do not fit this descrip- 
tion. 

One obvious instance is the 
seizure of the lesbian film. 
Desert Hearts. 

Based on a novel by Jane 
Rule, the film is a fairly tame 


love story which has even been 
aired on television. 

It was as a result of similar 
incidences that Little Sister's 
decided to instigate their char- 
ter challenge in 1990. 

Since this time, trial dates 
have been set and postponed 
two years in a row by Federal 
Lawyers. 

These postponements have 
been expensive for Little Sis- 
ters, since plane tickets for all 
of the expert witnesses had 
been booked for each trial date. 

Neither would Little Sisters 
have been able to afford legal 
representation had they not 
found lawyers concerned 
enough with the results of this 
case to work for free. 

Charter challenges have tra- 
ditionally been a way for small 
groups to attempt to change 
discriminatory laws. 

This changed in 1992 when 
the Mulroney government cut 
funding for court challenges. 
Now the heavy cost of prose- 
cuting such a case falls to the 
initiating group. 

"Freedom of speech in this 
country seems to be available 
to only those who can afford 
it", said Morag Martin. 

The alternative is copious 
amounts of fund raising, which 
also means generating mass 
community support. 

Martin has been one of the 
organizers of a upcoming Vic- 
toria event to benefit the Little 
Sister's defense fund. 

Called Women on Women: 
Readings from Lesbian- 
Themed Banned Books, it 
takes place on Saturday, Febru- 
ary 19th at 7:30pm in the 
YW/MCA auditorium, and 
promises to be an exciting 
evening. 

The line up includes read- 
ings by Margaret 
Hollingsworth, Zorya Plaskin, 
Susan Musgrave, Debby Yaffe, 
Angela Hryniuk, and art 
activist, Lisa Lowe. 

Tickets are 7 dollars for 
unwaged, 9 dollars for waged, 
and they can be bought at 
Everywoman's Books and at 
SWAG. 

Get 'em while they're hot. * 
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Ani answers arrogance with Attitude 



by Trade Skuce 


Amid mishap and arrogant fans, one of the most 
important women song writers played to a sold out 
audience Jan. 25. 

Whistling Gypsy brought in New York feminist 
folk singer, Ani Difranco for appreciative audi- 
ences at the Newcombe theatre. 

The theatre, itself, was an odd place to see , 

, concert. It proved to be ill equipped as the 
i show progressed. 

The monitors for both the drums and guitar 
broke. This factor contributed to the "bad 
day" Ani told us both she and Andy (her 
drummer) were having. 

Difranco came onto the stage, without 
introduction and with a slight delay, to open 
her first set with 'Both Hands'. 

She was received enthusiastically by audi- 
ence members who started dancing in front of 
the stage. 

At first, things ran quite smoothly: she 
played some songs and talked some, until 
some jerk from the back started whining. 

He asked Ani to make everyone sit down so 
he could see. 

After trying unsuccessfully to mediate for 
the squabbling audience, Ani finally said, "Fuck, 
I don’t know. Go ahead, riot." 

The ever so helpful audience chimed in. 

One man told her to "stand on a soapbox" and 
another to "cheer up". 

In all her frustration Ani ripped into an excellent, 
angry new song. 

I felt this was the only way for her to handle the 
arrogance of audience members ignoring her opening 
"disclaimer" about her day. 

Despite all the demands of the audience Ani's stage 
presence remained natural and unpretentious throughout 
the second set. 

She decided to play mellower tunes in the latter half of the show 
"If I play the quiet ones we won't get distortion," said Difranco. 

She played many songs from her upcoming CD, Out of Range, which will be released in March. 
Her songs are filled with insight into both political and personal issues. ^ 


Virtual Relationships 



by Shelley Marie Motz 


There are some books you sink into like 
sleep. Their words descend upon you like 
a lullaby, rock you gently with the steady 
progress of a well-developed plot. 

Some books are conversations that 
involve you. 

Marge Piercy's novel He, She and It is a 
relationship that aims to absorb and chal- 
lenge you. 

I can not extricate myself from the 
future world she has defined. 

It is a world in which the poor are rele- 
gated to areas rampant with 
crime and disease. 


stories about the 
creation of 
perfect beings 


It is a world in 
which people 
live under 
unnatural 
conditions 
because the 
natural environ- 
ment has been devas 
tated. 

It is a world controlled by corporate 
enclaves. 

It is a world obsessed with creation and 
power. 

Daily perusal of the newspaper assures 
me that Piercy's stark portrayal of the 
future is entirely probable and near. 

Against this world Piercy has inter- 
twined two distinct but inseparable stories 
about the creation of perfect beings. 

One is a legend which takes place in the 
middle ages, in the Jewish ghetto of 
Prague. It is told by Malkah, a woman of 


inestimable intelligence and rebelliousness 
who defines herself as 

" ...an old battered moth flapping madly 
toward the pure flame of life." 

The other story depicts her grand- 
daughter Shira's graduation from depen- 
dency into sexual and emotional maturity. 

As Shira fights to regain custody of her 
son and stumbles into love with an artifi- 
cial being, we are exposed to the extent to 
which institutions govern individual lives. 

These stories are like emissaries from 
the future warning us to wake up, to be 
critical and to question. 

Virtual reality. Cosmetic surgery. 
Reproductive technology. 

How long until these 
modern miracles 
become oppressive 
tools of the domi- 
nant ideology? 
(Or have they 
already?) 

How removed are we 
from Piercy's world, where the 
brilliant and desirable Shira " ...always felt 
too physical.. .too loud, too female, too 
Jewish, too dark, too exuberant, too emo- 
tional." 

He, She and It is an evocative indictment 
of the desire to dominate and control other 
beings or seek satisfaction through others. 

With poetry resonating throughout the 
novel, Piercy communicates an essential 
message. 

"Each of us wants to possess our- 
selves." 


Lost Woman Song 

I opened a bank account when I was 9 

yearspld ■ 

and closed it when I was 19 
I gave them everypenny that I earned 
and they gave my blood and rhy urine a 
number 

and now I’m sitting in this waiting room 

playing with the toys 

Tam here to exercise my freedom of ’ 

choice 

I passed their hand held signs 
I went through their picket lines 
They gathered when they saw me 
coming 

They shouted When they saw me cross ’ 

I said why don’t you go home 

Just leave me alone 

I’m just another woman lost 

You are like fish in the water who don’t 

know that they are wet 

As far as I can tell the world isn’t perfect 

yet ; . f J 

His bored eyes were obscene 
On his denim thighs a magazine 
T wish he'd never come here with me 
IfifacifT wish h^dhever come near me 
I Wish his shouldbf wasn't touching 
mine 

I am growing older waiting in this line 
But some of life's best lessons are 
learned at the worst times. 

Under the fierce flourescent she offered 

hethand. for me to hold 

she offer^ sfabifity iafid calm 

and I was crushing her palm 

through the pinched cold all 

my smiles unconvincing 

on that sterfie battlefield that V 'S 

only casualties 111^ 

never heroes 

my heart hit absolute zero 

Lucille your voice still sounds in me 
Mine was a relatively easy tragedy 
The profile of our country looks a little 
less hard nosed 

but you Imow that picket lifiepr sisted 
and that clinic's since been closed 
They keep funding their fists on 
reality and hoping it will Weak Mllllll 
You know 1 don't think there's one of 
them 

lives a life fr«j of Mstej^ 
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The following is a letter written 
by a female UVIC undergraduate 
student to Jack Peterson, Manager 
of UVIC Health Services, con- 
cerning a doctor at this facility. 


Recently I went to Health Ser- 
vices (Wednesday, February 2, 
1994) for my yearly internal 
examination. This doctor is not 
my regular physician, and I do not 
have a regular doctor in Victoria 
or Health Services. Up until this 
point, I have been well attended 
by the staff at Health Services, 
and have been happy with my 
care. However, my recent visit 
left me very angry, and I think it is 
important to inform you of this 
event. 

What basically happened, was 
while I was receiving my internal 
examination, I inquired about 
Health risks associated with hav- 
ing female partners. I thought I 
was acting very responsibly 
towards myself and my health, 
and my potential future partners, 
by trying to find out the safest 
practice for being sexually active 
with a female partner. I did not 



Graphic by Tara Sharpe 


receive any helpful advice, rather 
a lecture on the doctoA belief sys- 
tems regarding sexuality. 

The doctor’s tone was morally 
condemning of homosexuality. I 
was encouraged to “re-assess” my 


decision. The doctor spoke of 
referring me to a psychologist, 
and the affects of my “lifestyle” 
might have on future male chil- 
dren. 

While I find the homophobic 


reaction offensive, what I found 
perhaps more disturbing is that my 
questions were never answered, 
and the lecture was completely 
inappropriate. In my mind, this 
doctor has a responsibility for 


ensuring my health. If I ask ques- 
tions about health risks, I expect 
them to be answered, not behav- 
ior-criticized. This left me feeling 
morally reprehensible for my 
choices, and exceedingly angry 
that not only were my questions 
never answered, but that instead 
received a lecture. Beyond this, 
the entire conversation occurred 
during an internal examination 
which is a very vulnerable posi- 
tion for any patient to be in. 

The intent of this letter is not to 

name call, nor to suggest that the 
Doctors and Nurses and Health 

Services should morally agree 
with the choices of their patients. 

I would like you to be aware of 
the potential for Doctors bringing 
in their personal beliefs and bias- 
es, and putting those beliefs onto 
their patients. I believe that it is 
important for people in the caring 
profession to remember their pri- 
mary mandate, which is the health 

of their patients. And that while 
they may disagree, and that is 
their right as individuals, I as a 
patient seeking advice should not 
be subject to such moral 
scrutiny.* 


Flash points in the Ice Age 



by Jennif er Spencer 


Sunera Thobani, President of the 
National Action Committee on the Sta- 
tus of Women, delivered a powerful 
message about systematic discrimina- 
tion in the academe to students at UBC 
on 17 January. Organized by the Grad- 
uate Women's Action Group and the 
Graduate Students Society at UBC, 

Sunera was the keynote speaker for 
"Chilly Climate Week at UBC: Some 
Dinosaurs Aren't Extinct". 

Locating discrimihation firmly in 
the social, Sunera emphasized that 
there is no difference between violence 
and silencing women on campus, in 
the broader milieu of patriarchal soci- 
ety. 

■ universities P 
do not exist in . 
isolation: the 

pursuit of 
knowledge and 
its hand ser- 
vants (largely 
white heterosex- 
ist educated 
men) recreate 
the ■ disparate 
power relations 
we experience in the everyday. 

Sunera compared the role of the 
university in replicating power struc- 
tures of domination over women and 
minorities to the process of coloniza- 
tion, where knowledge is power; con- 
trol in determining what is knowledge 
is even more powerful. 

Women organizing against misogy- 
ny in the academe were urged to 
remember that universities are V/ struc- 
tures not untouched by the his-story 
we live through." 

Combatting the myth equality, of 
neutral structures, of benign institu- 
tions prompts revealing responses 
from those with a vested interest in 
maintaining the existing relations of 
power and subordination. The heart of 
backlash' is to maintain inequality, to 


universities do not 
exist in isolation 


silence voices fighting for change! 
Sunera argued persuasively that the 
defense oPacademic freedom' and the 
denigration Of women's demands for 
change in the academe as 'Political 
Correctness'! are !1 founded oil 
malestream principles of liberal equal- 
ity which negate the unequal gen-! 
dered (and facial) power dynamic 
maintained in the academe! in the 
soddl* 

Surely the interests of 'eqtiality'! 
'political correctness' would see the: 
privileged silenced and the ydices of ; 
all women heard...l|illS^ 

"People of power have more free- 
dom of speech." Access to legitimacy, 
to voice, to free speech must be contex- 
tualized in terms of power. 

One person's freedom of speech can 
deny another's 
right to : equal ; 
access to educa- 
tion. As Sunera 
demands, "how 
can there be aca-i: 
demic freedom 
when women are 
subject to sexual 
i!!!l!!!y!i§ll!:ii! harassment :1a on 
campus?" ' 

Gender politics in the academe can 
not be reduced to an exchange of 
ideas, a battle of words, an ideological 
debate. 

Education is not enough: Sunera 
exposed as false the idea that if we 
make the right argument then they'll 
understand! Clim^e issues are petvai 
sive, systemic, systematic. It is not sim- 
ply a matter of being heard or 
included: we want stmctural,: institu- 
tional, social change. : |l!illp|Ill!ll| 

Our struggle on campus and beyond 
is a struggle over power and our casu- 
alties are broken bodies, broken 
dreams, women's lives, Sunera's part- 
ing remarks and call to action for 
women in the academe: "We must 
emerge stronger. When we get togeth- 
er, we can change the world. ...And 
we're doing it." . 


Norplant Now in Canada 


Canada is the 33rd country 
to approve the use of Nor- 
plant, a birth control device 
which is implanted in the 
woman's arm for up to five 
years. The Norplant System, 
available here in March, com- 
prises six flexible tubes which 
send regualr doses of a syn- 
thetic form of female hormone 
progesterone into the body. 

The hormone inhibits ovu- 
lation and makes the cervical 
walls so thick they prevent 
sperm from getting into the 
uterus. The hormone also 
changes the lining of the 
uterus so that it will not accept 
fertilized eggs. 

Canadian health activist 
question the safety of the 
device and they dislike the 
haste with which the govern- 
ment approved it. The 
National Action Committee on 
the Status of Women is urging 
the government to review the 
approval process. 

"We believe that the 


the lower abdomen, and infec- 
tion at the implant site. 

One of the biggest concerns 
about Norplant is that it is a 
"provider-controlled" contra- 
ceptive, requiring trained tech- 
nicians for insertation and 
removal. 

"This is a step in the wrong 
direction where women have 
less control rather than more. 
It was not designed with 
women's health and contra- 
ceptive needs in mind," said 
Carla Marcelis of Conver- 
gence, a women's cooperative. 

Women's groups say they 
are worried about the poten- 
tial for misuse of Norplant 
here in Canada. 

"Our fears are related to 
how we've seen Depo Prevera 
used here and Norplant used 
in the United States," said 
Marcelis. "They are used to 
prevent certain groups — 
Natives, Blacks, the poor, 
teenagers — from having chil- 
dren." 


Women have not been told of all 
the side effects. 


approval of Norplant is pre- 
mature, because experience in 
countries where it has been 
employed indicates serious 
problems with its use", the 
Committee said here Friday. 

Canadian women say they 
have seen the effects of Nor- 
plant on women in Indonesia, 
Thailand, Bangladesh and 
other countries. Critics argue 
that women have not been told 
of all the side-effects, some of 
which include prolonged 
bleeding, headaches, dizzi- 
ness, weight change, pain in 


Canadian women say they 
believe Norplant was devel- 
oped because of the theory 
that poor women are the cause 
of their own poverty. 

Marcelis said it is unfortu- 
nate that Canada has 
approved Norplant because 
"now people pushing popula- 
tion control programmes in 
the Third World can point to 
Canada and say 'Look, it's 
been approved in Canada, it 
must be good/" 

Source: IPS: CANADA 
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Lesbians Lose through Legal System 


by Theresa Newhouse 


If you’re a lesbian going to 
court for custody of your children, 
don’t expect to win. 

Though a negative outlook, this 
is the realistic situation for lesbian 
mothers today. 

According to Monica Kendall, 
a UVic master’s student studying 
lesbians and the law, “most les- 
bians who enter into custody bat- 
tles lose, either they lose their kids 
or they lose their identity.” 

A lesbian faces the double bias 
of sexism and homophobia when 
she enters the Canadian courts. 

Custody battles, though by far 
the most prevalent area in which 
lesbians engage with the legal sys - 
tem, are perfect venues for the 
kinds of attitudes and assumptions 


Precarious work and hous- 
ing conditions in Chile's fruit 
producing regions have not 
discouraged Chilean women 
from seeking employment as 
temporary fruit pickers. 

The 'temporeras', or casual 
workers as these women are 
called, have to make several 
sacrifices, such as leaving their 
children in state run day-care 
centres while they toil in the 
field. 

Headed by Raquel 
Oyarzun, the 'Centre for the 
Recreational Education of the 
Children of Casual Women 
Workers', is a program of the 
state-run National Service for 
Women (SERNAM). It is 
implimented in seven of the 
thirteen regions that harvest 


which negatively attect bott 
women and lesbians. 

“[Custody battles are a] silent 
form of court battle. It involves 
the private-public distinction and 
is rife with homophobia,” said 
Kendall, “[the assumption is] I’m 
going to expose that you’re a les- 
bian and I’m going to win the 
kids. The majority of time they 
actually win.” 

The courts seem to begin with 
the assumption lesbians are unsta- 
ble, bad parents and incapable of 
raising normal children. This atti- 
tude can be found in both the loss- 
es and the “wins”. 

Kendall gave an example from 
the Kootenay s in 1991 in which a 
judge ruled that the mother’s 
intended move to Vancouver, 
though an important “adventure” 
for her, would be harmful to the 


fruits from December to 
March. 

Oyarzun says the program 
receives little help from pri- 
vate firms which benefit most 
from the programme, since the 
women are more productive 
when they see their children in 
good hands. Without these 
centres, the women would 
have to leave their children 
alone, exposed to the dangers 
of drug addiction, alcoholism, 
household accidents, and even 
: inadequate food. 

in spite ot these advantages, 
private businessmen discour- 
age women from meeting and 
organizing themselves around 
the issue of these day cares, 
because of fears that discus- 
sions could lead to more 
demands from workers. 


children. 

“Quite frankly I don’t think 
[the judge] has a clue as to the 
importance of lesbian communi- 
ty,” said Kendall. 

Some lesbians do win custody 
but when they do, it can often 
mean losing identity and commu- 
nity. 

“One example of a success 
which I would say is even more 
frightening than a loss,” said 
Kendall, “is a case [where the 
judge said] ‘any possible ill 
effects for [the child] from her 
parent’s sexual orientation have 
been minimized ...” 

“Right away we’re starting 
with a negative attitude towards 
lesbianism,” said Kendall. “Obvi- 
ously there’s an unspoken 
assumption that all children are 
supposed to be raised heterosexu- 


The women know that their 
bosses do not approve of 
group meetings, so they refuse 
to attend or join the meetings. 
They do not want to displease 
their bosses for fear of losing 
their jobs. 

In Chile, a domestic worker 
earns a monthly salary of 
about 100 dollars, while a tem- 
porary fruit picker or packer 
could earn from 200 to 700 
dollars. Although the work is 
intense, the workers are paid 
for every crate of grapes they 
pack. 

National day-care centres 
have made life a little easier 
for the Chilean women who 
work as casual labourers, there 
is still much to be improved 
upon. * 

Source: InterPress Service 


al. 77 

What defines a good lesbian 
mother in the courts right now? 
Kendall said this ideal mother 
must be fairly closeted, apolitical, 
and preferably single or at least 
not openly affectionate with her 
partner. 

In another case the judge put 3 
conditions on the lesbian mother 
for custody. 

First she had to obtain a resi- 
dence and file proof with court, 
second, liberal access must be 
granted to her abusive ex-hus- 
band, and third, no person can 
reside with her without the 
express permission of the court. 

In explaining his reasoning for 
these the judge said,”I have indi- 
cated that I am attempting to 
improve the situation and that 
includes negating any open or 


avowed lesbian or homosexual 
relationship.” 

The woman later moved to 
Toronto and became involved 
with someone. Her ex-husband 
took her back to court. 

The judge took custody from 
her and said, “[it seems she] want- 
ed to place herself in the position 
where the court would be required 
to deprive her of her children. I 
am now satisfied that the instabili- 
ty in the children’s past existence 
is rooted in the psychological 
instability of [the mother] her- 
self.” 

Lesbians who attempt to gain 
custody of their children through 
the courts must fight homophobic 
laws and stereotypes. 

Kendall said lesbians are 
assumed to be bad mothers 
because the courts still see lesbian 
relationships as immoral, inde- 
cent, unstable and inherently bad 
for children. 

“This is not my imagination, 
this is not paranoia these are actu- 
al court transcripts,” said Kendall. 

Kendall said that for many les- 
bians the most successful strategy 
may be engaging in out of court 
settlements with their husbands. X 




Define the puckered raisin and it will nourish you. 

I say, it is too easy to create a lifeless corpse. 

Explode out of the stew made from your own aromatic juice 
And let yourself drip like Exedrin into the noses of humanity. 
Let expression bear the burden of your task. 

Burst forth like a button on a soiled shirt - constrained 
by the obese flesh of man. 

Truth is a fallacy and waves make you wet... 

No, water does, but so does blood. 

Cleanse the root. 

Inspiration destroys the goals of the driven. 

There is only one stake - Salisbury. 

by Shannon Hecker 



State-funded Childcare In Chile 



My mother says my father "keeps her on her toes" 

she has been standing on them for almost 45 years, imagine 

what her toe bones must be like by now. 

Gnarled and stunted, her toes bent under 

from just the memory of the weight they have to bear. 

But, perhaps not, maybe her toes have become finely toned and 
muscular, a source of strength other people don't know about 
a secret skill, of which she alone is aware...disguised by the 
sleek sensible low-heeled leather pumps. 

What if she can't get up on them as quickly as she used to? 

But wait, perhaps her reflexes are fine-timed, 

honed to such a sharpness that she can see what he is about 

to do, and flex her great strong toes, 

supporting her body with their might. 

I know what she means. 

I too have to be "on my toes" 

When I walk all the way to my car after dark 
or answer the door late at night. 

For me too, there was a man who sharpened my instincts. 

I did not have the experience and the strong toes to 
ensure I would be supported when he tested their strength, 
my toes crumpled under. 

I could not flex those crushed pieces of me. 

But I realized one thing, 

even with crushed toes, you can nm, and fast. 

So I did, me and my toes, we got the Hell out of there. 

Millimeter by millimeter my toes are uncurling, 
it is even possible that they could support me again, 
but this time, just in case, 

I got some steel toed boots. 

I have noticed my mother has developed an interest in them, 
her birthday is coming up. 
by Jacqueline Crummey 
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discussion with another fat 
woman about being fat. 


People often complain that the list of minorities 
who must be included in feminist theory has 
become so long as to be ridiculous. 

Lesbians, older women, women of all ethnic her- 
itages, women with disabilities, and many more 
minority groups have legitimately demanded 
recognition. 

However, in all of the eleven Women’s Studies 
courses I have taken, there is one visible minority 
group which has never been openly discussed or 
included— fat women. 

This is no 

accident. I have never had a 

Many fat 
women, 
including 
myself, have 
internalized a 

great deal of shame and anxiety about being fat, 
and are far to fearful to speak up in class about 
their oppression as fat women. In fact, I write this 
article entirely from my own perspective and per- 
sonal experience, because I have never had a discus- 
sion with another fat women about being fat 

We are an oppressed minority, and because of 
society’s fear and hatred of fat women, we not only 
have to struggle for self-esteem, we have no orga- 
nized movement to bring about change. We are iso- 
lated from one another, because we are not 
generally considered a minority group. 

By calling fat women an oppressed minority, I 
have no desire to belittle the struggles of women of 
colour or any other minority, or to cash 
in on their struggles of. lib- 
eration. How- 

Th e 

ever, I strongly 
feel that fat women are system- 
atically discriminated against because of 
their appearance. 

I have been searching for a job in the service 
industry for over six months, and have been unable 
to find work. 

Yesterday, when I was turned down for a job as a 
dishwasher, I was finally enraged enough to begin 
writing this article. The job market is tough, but 
when I am told that I don’t have enough experience 
to wash dishes, and the sign says “no experience 
necessary”, the message becomes clear. Employers 
want waiters and store clerks who are attractive, 
and in our society, attractive means thin, young, 
and usually white. 

Fat women are discriminated against in the job 
market, on television, in magazines and just about 
everywhere else. 

Fat women only appear in television and movies 
as humorous characters. When was the last time a 


fat women played a serious dramatic role? 

Mainstream magazines 
pnly show fat women in 
articles about how to 
dress to appear 
thinner. Femi- 



% 




nist and les- 
bian magazines 
only have an 
occasional fat 
women as a 
token, 
if at all. 

Increas- 
ingly, 
fat 
women 
are patholo- 
gized by the media 
and the medical profes- 
sion. One commercial, 
advertising the Jenny Craig 
diet, says, “Your weight is not 
the problem, it’s a symptom”. 
A symptom of what? 

Not only are fat women seen 
as physically unattractive, now 
they are mentally ill. 

Fat people are now consid- 
ered to have eating disor- 
ders. This 




Fat women are assumed to be 
asexual, largely because the only 
representations of sexual 
women in the media and 
popular culture are thin. In 
this culture, one 
must be thin to be 
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Fat women 
who are sexu- 
ally active are 
expected to 
be grateful - not 
necessarily by their 
r partners, but by 
everyone else. 

Fat women are 
assumed to be sexually 
insecure and naive. I have 
been told by straight people 
that I am a lesbian because I 
am fat, and I have been told by 
lesbians that I am monogamous 
because I am fat. 

Often lesbians 
congrat- 
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ignores the 
fact that some people are 
simply genetically fat. Certain- 
ly, it is possible for almost any 
fat women to starve herself in 
order to become temporarily 
thin, but because her body’s natu- 
ral state is high in fat, she will 
either have to diet all her life, 
which is unhealthy, or revert to her 
normal shape. 

Fat women are viewed as lacking 
in self-control, because it is always 
assumed that they are trying to 
become thin and are perpetually fail- 
ing. 

A doctor at the UVic health clinic, 
while I was visiting on an unrelated 
matter, asked me if my partner mind- 
ed that I was fat. When I said no, she 301 
said I was lucky. 

At the time I was too upset to reply, 
but since then I have given her com- 
ment much thought 
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We think we are very liberated to have such 
things as “dyke chic” and “lipstick lesbians”, but this 
seems to be a largely apolitical acceptance of fash- 
ion. The fashion industry is just as oppressive to 
women as ever, and because I am fat, I will never 
attain “dyke chic”. 

Because of our conditioning, and the obvious 
unspoken censures against fat women, many 
women are mortally afraid of being fat 

The obvious and horrifying result of this fear is 
the epidemic of anorexia and bulimia killing thou- 
sands of young women. 

Although most feminists express grief and rage at 
this epidemic, there is still very little done to elimi- 
nate this socially instilled fear of fat. 

Many people bring diet pop into women’s studies 
classes, having no idea what message this sends to 
me, as a fat woman, and having no analysis about 
what the entire diet industry does to women. 

Many feminists tell me they are dieting, or that 
they should “lose some weight”. For 
some reason, 
expected 
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ulate themselves 
because they do not accept 
the rigid limits of attrac- 
tiveness set by heterosexu- 
al culture. This is a myth. 

Lesbians diet, and les- 
bians have a code of fash- 
ion all their own, which 
does not include fat 
women. There are few 
or no fat women in les- 
bian porn, 
and none of 
the “heart 
throbs” 
admired by 
lesbians are 
fat. 

We often laugh at 
the “feminist uni- 
form” of flannel and 
denim worn by les- 
bians and feminists 
of the seventies, but 
we seem to have for- 
gotten the reasons 
for their rejection 
of mainstream 




fashion. 


to sympathize. 

The fear and hatred of fat is 
passed between generations of women. 

My mother taught me that it was wrong to be fat, 
as Tm sure her mother taught her. It is ironic that I 
inherited my hatred for my body from the same 
person from whom I inherited my body type. 

I do not want the next generation of fat women 
to be oppressed, but I do not have much faith that 
anything will change. In nearly thirty years of sec- 
ond wave feminism, only lip service has been paid 
to the oppression of fat women. 

The diet industry has become massive, and the 
standard of the “ideal” body type has become thin- 
ner. 

I ask that 
feminists 
consider fat 
women in 
their analy- 
ses. I ask that 
feminists 
think twice before they buy “diet” products. If one 
wants to avoid sugar or fat, there are other, healthi- 
er alternatives. 

I also ask that you consider the euphemisms used 
to describe fat women. The word “overweight” 
implies that there is some ideal weight which I 
have exceeded, as do the words “heavy” or “large”. 

We can start by reclaiming the word fat, and 
hopefully our actions will have some effect on our 
hatred and fear of being fat. % 

by Kate Campbell 


My Mother taught me 
that it was wrong to be 

fat... 
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that shining hook bent like a beckoning finger 
flashes silver light through the blue of a wave 
then curls in and catches her opening 
mouth and pulls her out of the sea 
hair dripping green sea beads and scales twitching 
to meet the cold blast as her tail leaves water 
then the kiss from his lips pressing hers his words 
subtle and tender like kelp muffling drowning ears 
and his hands working to thread free the hook 
her eyes blinking to shield the blaze of an unwatered 


sun 


his eyes accusing as her mouth torn and bleeding 
breathes bubbled words in his ear 
and she reaches for his mortal flesh 
and covers his skin with salt kisses 
wrapping her tail around his legs and opening 
her cut mouth to the musty earth taste of him 
with the smell of the sea scenting the grass 
but he doesn't eat her it's only for sport 
and she is left 

with a tiny half-human suckling at her breast 
as he heads for the sea fishing rod over one shoulder 
leaving a woman with legs dried hard and useless 
leaving the memory of salt and silver 
laced across her shredded tongue. 

by tshairp 



(for Loma Crozier, 
who encourages me) 

1. we're both eight years old and 

my cousin from San Francisco 
mounts me 

his cold arms open 
my legs like an envelope 

the head of his little penis 
smaller than a 32 cent stamp 


2. my mom holds grandpa 
up in the bathtub 
while I wash him down 

I circle his knees with a face cloth 


3. it's groundhog day and 
there's nothing for me 
to get my mouth around 

my lover's penis tunnels 
digging into itself 

by Judy Maclnnes Jr. 


Soft, blue light shines 
On once precious, dusty antiques and 
Dainty painted figurines. 

Gentle breezes waft 
Through the thick and heavy 
Summer night. 

Kissing, then cooling her damp neck. 

Rocking in the white wicker. 
Tasting gin and lime on her cracked lips. 
Shutting out vibrant, living memories 
By closing her brown lids. 

Colours fly, in synchronicity 
with the lazy, dancing notes 
of the ancient band. 

Crackling bones shift then rise. 

Holding her icy glass. 

Between her sagging breasts. 

She begins to sway back and forth. 

Yellowed photographs smile warmly. 
Collections of carefully stored tales 
Are no longer needed. 

She spreads her arms up in the air. 

Iridescent wings transcend 
Her cocooned soul into the night. 

Leaving behind a small, life dried shell. 

by Van diCicco. 


she 

feeds mechanically 
hand to mouth 
chews and swallows 


morning to noon to night 
house to bus to school 
schedules maintained 
classes attended 
body sustained 

she 

wears dispassion 
like shameful bruises 
hidden beneath the fabric 
of everyday clothes 

she 

carts her body 
to lectures and protests 
and queer bars, hoping to feel 
something but numb 

she 

wraps her body 
around other bodies 
and tells tall tales 
of felt emotions 

she 

feeds mechanically 
hand to mouth 
body sustained 
Only Not Dying 

anonymous 
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Her smooth, hairless, taut body. 36-28-33 
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bubbles. Marilyn Monroe. Scrbbling on fake n' bake 
plastic smudging over arms, legs, face. Tina Turner. 
Headless Barbies tumbling down staircases falling into 
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bodies. 1 


and jutting breasts scraped accross pavement. Kate Moss. 
Dismeihberment. Mary Hart. Barbies copulating behind 


shirts. K.D. Lang. Stuffing faces with pizza, 
ice cream, and chocolate chips. Binge and Purge. 

Her smooth, hairless, taut body. 

Karen Carpenter. 
by Christie Shaw 
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shape 
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meet 

sure 

clothes 

correct 
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discard 

hunger 

perfect 
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yearn 

endless 

purge 


Media's effects on our lives 


by SheUey Marie Mote 


The women I know are strong, intelligent and out- 
Any individual watching them chair meet- 
ings, organize awareness campaigns and debate 
political issues would not assume that they doubt 

However, at any informal gathering, the discus- 
sion inevitably turns to the insecurities we harbour 
and the exacting standards which we have imposed 

We are understanding and supportive when 
another woman tells us that she needs vime alone or 
can not meet a deadline. When she tells us that she 
feels unattractive, we can not reconcile her internal 

However, we often find it difficult to extend such 

Many women condemn fashion magazines for 
detracting from their sense of self-worth and perpet- 
uating the belief that a woman must always be "on". 
The message they receive from fashion magazines is 
that a woman must always be alert, nurturing, self- 
less and sexual. 

I do not deny that there are many other influences 
cm individual's self-esteem believe that 

the media has a tremendous impact. 

Many of the women I interviewed said that they 
began buying fashion magazines when they were 
approximately twelve years old. As their bodies 
underwent the changes associated with puberty, they 
were bombarded with articles about diet and exer- 

Throughout their teenage years they were con- 
fronted with glossy photographs of thin, large breas- 
ted, predominantly white, women. 


"They challenged my belief that black is beautiful," 
one woman said. 

"They were my bibles," said another. 

Personally, I followed the regimens perscribed in 
the magazines with a fervour which was almost reli- 

Every night I wrote out a list which dictated exact- 
ly what I would wear the next day, which exercises I 
would do and what 1 would eat. All of the food 
items had their caloric intake written beside them. 
For years, I limited myself to a diet of well under 
1000 calories a day. 



that has typified my personality for the last ten 
years. Although I can not say that fashion magazines 
have been the sole motivation for my behaviour, they 
certainly encouraged it. Most of the activities were 

You may believe that this is an isolated example. 
However, one in four women exhibit eating disor- 
ders and every woman I spoke to perceived her body 
as being radically different from they way it really is. 

Regarding fashion magazines one woman said, "I 

I asked another woman if she thought this would 
be possible or advisable. She likened it to changing 


Following the advice of one magazine, I created a 
system of punishments and rewards for myself. 

At the end of the day, if I had obeyed my list, I 
would reward myself. I would watch t.v., read a 
novel or have a long bath. 

If I had swerved from my list in any way, I would 
punish myself. I would do extra homework or go to 

This is just one example of the extreme behaviour 


feminism. 

However, we agreed that the magazines are a 
tremendous base from which to reach women who 
have not embraced feminism or do not read altema- 

Provided the editors and advertisers allowed it, 
we could use the magazines to distribute informa- 
tion about women's rights and health. For example, 
if the makers of tampax did not interfere, we could 
warn women about the health risks involved with 

Naomi Wolf purposely uses fashion magazines as 
a forum from which she can influence women who 
consciously avoid feminist content Although she is 
often criticized for this, she claims that it is necessary 
to make feminism “user friendly". 

The issue is complicated and certainly will not be 
settled in this article. However, it is crucial that we 
understand how profoundly various forms of media 
affect our development 

We also need to determine why we are susceptible 
to their influence and why it is in society's best inter- 
est that women nurture their insecurities.^ 
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I want when with 
to with you fall in, 
with you breathe in 
to with you rise and 
I want to with you 
with you breathe, i 
and out, to 
with you be. 

My face, 

I, in you, bury. 

I listen to your heart, 

I beat. 

I with you beat. 

I breathe. 

I, in and out, I 
beat. I 
beat. I 
breathe. 

I beat. I 
rise. I 
fall. I 
rise. I 
fall. I 
fall. 

I... 

by Shelley Marie Motz 



(Re) Absorbed 


I feel myself as beautiful 
my fingers, forearms, lips 
waist, clitoris, armpits 
...my body is beautiful. 

my breasts are large and pendulous; 
soft, pliant and smooth, 
huge pink hippies with pink shadows 
and sofit 



Moods change the colour of my eyes. 
Wariness and anger are grey, 
excitement and sensual energy - i : 
frog green. 

I admire the soft wispy tendrils 
hidden beneath my heavy red-gold lanks. 
I caress the warm, pliant, down-like 
flesh of my thighs...skin stroking 
and being stroked. 


Sometimes when I feel or see myself, 

I compliment the outward expression 
of internal resilience and energy 
...together they are a force of 
esteem and strength. 


No more alms giving 
Stop giving, giving. 

(You're so good. 

What would I do?) 

Stop acting. 

Dispensing praise like quarters. 
Stop. 

Touching. Touching. 

To get? To give? 

To give me something? 


Fuck. 

Give... Give... Stop. 

It's got to stop 
got to stop 
got to stop 
stopstopstop 
Now. 


i've such a small voice in the morning 
do you hear me? 

Do You Hear Me, Now? 

DO YOU HEAR ME NOW, 
Motherfucker? 



Lay your head down 
in my bowl of milk. 

I am weaned 

all over your thoughts. 

Thick matter. 

My mouth does its own jig. 
Stirring the seed 
that makes me whole. 

The dirt deceives. 

Mother of all Antiquity 
dribbles down my chin, 
drips into the void 
that glorifies "nothing" 
in its warm soft folds 
shrouding my essence. 

by Shannon Hecker 


But, there are shifts and 
fractures in myenjoyment. ’ 11|| 1 || 
Perceptions disturb the smooth |ff|f 
transitions I should be able to make, 
they corrupt and contaminate. 


Stop giving. 

Giving 

nicethingsgoodthingsqmetthingssmartthingswitty. * Ne y er provoke jealousy; everything is already 


Romantic Emanations to Cultivate 

•Always arrive with a faerie token: a single 
flower, a bouquet of herbs, a sweet, or anything 
handmade. 

•Hide another little gift or note for your beloved 
to find when you are gone. 

•Create a surprise anniversary for a moment 
you have never forgotten. 

•Arrange in every day a moment for the pure 
vacation of being with her, however brief. 

•Try to live your lives in meetings and partings 
forever. 

•Take the path of heart and emotion to sexual 
intimacy; do not depend on sex to lead you to 
the heart. 

•Compliments. Compliments. Compliments. A 
day without compliments is a day without 
romance. 

•Delete all mention of you own deficiencies. 

•Do not complain about anything, large or 
small. Leave the room, or even the city, until 
you can behave like an attractive stranger. 
•Regularly call her by a new endearment, and 
remember her favorites. 

•Do not be dramatic. Dramatize your beloved. 
•Write love notes to create lasting waves in the 
sea of attraction. 

•Do not assume your beloved feels as romantic 
as you do, so take care to "set the scene." 

•Do not, in fact, assume anything. 

•Never change your perfume. 

•Remember to kiss the downy hairs on the nape 
of her neck, the sensitive pulse of her wrist, and 
to gently blow warm love breaths into her ear. 
•Never send an unsolicited photo. Ask her for 
one. 

•Draw a small heart on her mirror with soap. 


When I speak to others, 

am seen by others, am witnessed by them 

I feel my power has been absorbed. 

Only by comparison 
my beauty diminishes. 

by Jacqueline Crummey 


Stop. 

Give me- 

crampedeggsbleedingsuckinggreedyoysters. 
Give me- 

darkcoldbitterhatredangryclammygodhead. 
Give me- 

godgivemeareasongivememe... 

Give me... me... 

Give... 

me... 

release... 

by Shelley Marie Motz 


fragile. 

•Do not be mysterious, be private 
•Remember that charm is more potent than 
intellect. 

•Remember that understanding is more potent 
than charm. 

•Do not impose plans on your beloved when she 
wants to read or nap or enjoy the scenery. 

•Be always ready to lay down your arms, not 
without a sense of wonder. 

•Take all the above, notably ypurself, lightly., 

-from The Lesbian Love Advisor, Celeste West, 
Cleis Press, 1989. 

-submitted by Tina Walker 
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by Chandra Wong 


Ultimately, we'd all like to 
have our cake and eat it too. I 
know I do. 

When it comes to relation- 
ships I'd like to have the best of 
both worlds. It can be really 
comforting to know that' some 
special one cares about what 
events in my life shook my 
being to the core, what I think 

about (insert world 

crisis of your choice) or just 
simply how my day went. Not 
to mention the added benefits 
of physical contact. 

No, I am not specifically 
referring to sex here. Take con- 
trol of your biological urges for 
a minute here. I mean a warm 
hug, a gentle caress, some sim- 
ple tender love and affection. 

I've been single for a little 
over a year now, and I can 
honestly say I'm happy being 
single. For me, there is a price 
to be paid for the close com- 
panionship I need, sometimes 
crave. I have to fit my schedule 
into someone else's. I can't go 
out with triends and not have 
to answer twenty questions 
about the evening's activities. I 
feel guilty about wanting to 
spend quiet time by myself. 

I’m not ready to pay this 
price for someone else. This 
may sound selfish. It may 
sound like I need to work on 
my assertiveness skills. Maybe 
I just haven’t found the right 
person. 

What do I do? Am I willing 
to compromise my lifestyle 
and habits for the sake of a 
"romantic" relationship? Is a 
cold, empty bed at the end of a 
long day worth the emotional, 
physical and mental indepen- 
dence of being single? 

A relationship combines the 
worries and insecurities of two 
people but I believe that 
together there is enough 
strength and energy to over- 
come most any challenge. So 
you know what I'm going to 
do? I'm going to wait. 

It may be a long wait 'til the 
right person comes along but 
I'm patient. 

Besides, I think it's worth it. 


T|ue Joys and! Power in Celibacy 

Doing nothing sexy with nobody is torture 
It makes for workaholism, unrelievable stress, and 
invites substance abuse PPlPjpPfv 
Do something with yourself, at least, and find out 
whatT found out PIHPlPt.: ppP|Pp'U ; p ; \‘: p^ !; Pli 

You can have the bed to yourself 

You can sprawl ;pr you can tforl up info a knot 

You wbn't get ho corhf>laints about taking up all the 

space nor about having your knees in somebody's |||||| 

■!««■■■ 

Ydficah Sleep na|^!b|iyith your clothes on 
It won't be a signal thjaifyou’re ready PP;:£ 4 
cfofoatpypu dcm’tea^tb = : ||yy.^ ill i n = ;] ; k- : ; 

Three : fopfo/tifoigisb 

You don’t have to cut your toe nails, unless you sleep 
with youf legs ctosSed at thoankles r 
You can slobber in your sleep and be your own witness 
And you don’t have foapologize for every random i pass • 
of gas because someone’s lying next to you 

Now here’s the good part: 

You can see how long you can hold out before true 
hominess sets in PjpiiiMppp;^ 

You camfopkand sa^ makes you homy P 

You can wait and see exactly what you do and how P : P||1 
you act when you are homy : 

You can notice your cycles of hdminess 
Like dojfou feel the urge to hug/be hugged, kiss/ be 
kissed, do it/haw it 

done-once a month, once a week? ;ppppf ilppP : pPpPpP 'p'P 

After that/^pu <^n find or let yourself be found by a 

Or, surprisingly, you can become your own - flj| 
Proiddihg you have a sex drive llllllip^ 

If you have no sex drive/ celibacy is like indifference, 

haidfo : vroriKmehtic^ 

Now, about being your own lover, 

It takes courage and practice, 

You have to start sloW then go for the hidden ‘ : P 
Simple m^tiirbation can become miStfes^ba thing ll|||l| 
An innocent bath can become a delicious wet inside 

woman’s sweet stuff 

Your own nakedness in the mirror invites you to call 
"Honeymama." 




In bed alone, ;;ppp:p:pp :: Ifi 

you have (i) your head, (2) your closed eyes, (3) your 
desire, (4) your hands and ($) if desired, any prtibs 
you wish 

Give yourself the pleasure that expectation with 
another denies ip:jp 

Forgot that there is such a thing as love-making With 
any but yourself tlllPlPlillllH 

I guesS h's fmt id tell you about me in the interest of 
the promotion of celibacy. : P : ’ 

I have a baby bottle, a feather, a candlestick, and a 
tube of KY 

I have Prince; Whoopi, fina and Aretha, 

I have naked gay boys 

I have motorcycle dykes and sWeet young things 
I have Ptynne and Dimriisdale in the forest ' P P 
I have rough fantasies of the submission and the love of 
ex-lovers ; ■ l ; : ; ; Pi ! tlpP- : p;.=j liP!!!P : P nl ^ PH ! u ; i = : 

I have the safety of my room and great orgasms. 

Iri 

I learn my body, my thighs, my rhythms, my wants, my 
expectations, 

my fantasies, ';-PPPpPp ;i :':'' ; : ' ‘ ^IPPpP- 1 ^-: 

my need, IIIBIPSllll! ill' ppp||P|1 

In cehbacy I sieek myself and find myself 
What joy, what power - what endless discovery. 

. by SDiane A. Bogus 

This poem is an evocative reinterpretation . 
f| of celibacy and an unabashed celebration of 
masturbation. 

If the prospect of further exploration excites 
: you, we reccorriend you read Piece of My 
A Lesbian of Colour Anthology, anthologized by 
Makeda Silvers and published by Sister Vision Press 
of Toronto in 1991. 

P.s. We like it; * pp ;PP 
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Valentines and Still Cake 

Wedding dresses are made 
to make a woman 
a walking cream puff 
we wear them anyway 

I am nobody's property 

will not let them say different 

so many people "married" 

have never heard a sermon 

what do they want god's approval for? 

Why do it 

for family or honour? 

Let her obey herself 
and not allow the rest 
to concern her 

I now pronounce you 
free of bullshit 
you may ask this woman 
if she wants to kiss you 


by Mona Q. 





Dykes who spend too much time with their cats. 


Ca 




The 1994 Emily Sexoroscppes 

-pn pty 

* VAries (the ram): v ^ 

ALWAYS on top. ALWAYS in leather. 

Taurus(the Bull): fa 

"I'm not going to come, you can't make me!" 

Gemini (the Twins): .* 

Always a menage-a-trois.5*-'" 

-. .Cancer (the moonchild): 

(§) Quit mooning and get moving! 

•. Leo (the lion): 

Spreading in the spotlight. 

Virgo (the Virgin): '"1th* 

Only does it once and douchejrafterwards. 

^ Libra (the scales): 

^ Did you come first last time or did I? 

A^.Scorpio (the scorpion): 

Enjoy the handcuffs but watch the stjng$ 

Sagittarius (the centaur): 

Insatiable. The more themerrier. 

Capricorn (the goat): 

* (‘How many forms of birth con^| 

^Aquarius (the waterbearer): 

"Oh. ..yeah. ..hey? did you notice that crack on the ceiling?" 
Pisces (the fish): • 

JC Swimming both ways?:*; 





diarchy 


a good Women’s Studies thesis topic 




February 1994 • The • 15 



a War Crime 


"There has been in the past 
the attitude that rape was a 
inevitable by-product of war, 
but now, that attitude is chang- 
ing," says Donna Sullivan, 
director of the Women in the 
Law project of the Internation- 
al Human Rights Law Group 
in Washington. 

But it is questionable as to 
whether or not there will be 
any justice. 

Under the rules set by the 
UN Security Council, the war 
crimes tribunal cannot hold 
any trial without the defendant 
present. And the international 
court has no power to force 
Serbia and other states to turn 
over the citizens for trial. 

Although rape by all sides 
in the Bosnian conflict has been 
reported, information gathered 
by the U.S. and the European 
governments, human rights 
investigaters and the media 
idicates that by far the largest 
number of victims have been 
Bosnian Muslims and the 
largest number of alleged 
rapists have been Bosnian 
Serbs. 


The available evidence 
points to rape being used to 
humiliate women directly, and 
1 to humiliate their communities 
to drive non-Serb populations 
from towns and villages. If so, 
this would be the first time in 
history that such attacks on 
women have been used delib- 
erately as a war tactic. 

...rape (is) used 
to humiliate 
women directly. 

Despite widespread reports 
of rapes in Bosnia, only a rela- 
tively small number of women 
have provided detailed, direct 

testimony about their attack- 
ers. As in U.S. courts/ indict- 
ments and trials before the UN 
Tribunal require more detailed 
evidence from victims and 
witnesses. 

Seeking such doccumenta- 
tion, the team of lawyers will 


spend a month taking deposi- 
tions and collecting other 
leads that eventually will be 
turned over to the newly 
formed War Crimes Tribunal 
in Hague. 

The lawyers, who are all 
experienced in prosecuting 
rape cases and who are volun- 
teering their services, plan to 
go to Croatia, Slovenia and 
Serbia to interview Bosnian 
Muslim, Bosnian Serb and 
Bosnian Croation refugees. 
The process will be difficult 
because many of the victims 
fear for the safety of family 
members still in Bosnia and 
worry about their own well- 
being. 

The U.S Ambassador to the 
UN, Madeleine Albright, said 
the Bosnia War Crimes Tri- 
bunal must hear the voices of 
"the tens of thousands of 
women and girls" who suf- 
fered the "detention and sys- 
tematic rape...often follwed by 
cold blooded murder." 

Source: Chicago Tribune 


Girls 


Harassment of Young 


"Meeting at The Crossroads", 
by Lyn Mikel Brown and Carol 
Gilligan. Published by Ballen- 
tine. 

The book describes a five- 
year study (1986-1990) con- 
ducted by Gilligan and Brown 
on the growth and develop- 
ment of about a hundred girls 
aged 7 to 18 at the Laurel 
School for girls in Cleveland. 

Through hundreds of inten- 
sive interviews, the study 
showed that younger girls 
around 7 to 12 years were 
"candid, confident, pyschologi- 
cally astute and shrewd,"but 
that somewhere around the 
age of 12 or 13, a shift took 
place in which societal pres- 
sure to be "nice" and to "fit in" 
resulted in "a loss of voice, a 
struggle to authorize or take 
seriously their own experi- 
ence." 

That such a struggle may be 
happening earlier in some 
girls' lives became a distinct 
possibility when Brown inter- 
viewed boys and girls at a 
rural public School in New 
England, where four boys ages 
7 and 8 were verbally harass- 
ing three girls. 

Perhaps the best thing about 
"Meeting at the Crossroads", 
in light of such an account, is 
that the girls in the study were 
able to voice their frustrations 
at the unstated yet clear-cut 
pressures they felt to give up 
their sense of independence 
and esteem. 

"They started to name the 
divisions they felt between 
being outspoken and comfort- 
able, even during 
confhct/'Brown said, "and the 
pressures to tone that experi- 
ence way down as they moved 
into adolescence. Because their 
bodies were changing, they 
were becoming more identified 


with women and how our cul- 
ture defines 'good, feminine 
behaviour.'" Happily, Brown 
and Gilligan changed the 
study's interview approach to 
allow for interaction with the 
girls. This came to be, says 


Brown, "the message of the 
book — that one woman can 
make a huge difference in a 
young girl's life. Girls around 
11 years old start to look to 
women almost as touchstones 
to reality, so iP s very meaning- 


ful when women really align 
with girls, and start to listen 
carefully and say, 'Yes, this 
does seem unfair. I under- 
stand what you're seeing. I 
don't know what to do about 
it, but let's think about it 


together.' When women are 
loyal to girls over and above 
the status quo, the experience 
can be very powerful tor both 
of them." 

Source: Chicago Tribune 


Failing on Women's Issues 


Fifty countries have received low 
marks in a new report card on 
educational opportunities for girls. The 
Population Action International (PAI) has 
ranked 112 countries in a 'female 
education index' that 
measures the gender 
differences in scnool 
enrollment. 

Opportunities for 
girls are lowest in 
Chad and best in 
France, 
according to 
the study 
which 
examines the 
role of 

education in 
the success of 
family 
planning 
programmes 
and m health. 

"In many 
developing 
countries, girls 
take a back seat 
to boys in access 
to schooling," said 
Shanti Conly, 
director of policy 
research at the 
Washington-based PAI. 

"Girls drop out more often, 
whether to help out at home, to get 
married, or because of pregnancy. The 
resulting low levels of education 
contribute to high rates of infant mortality 



and to a lack of real choices for women in 
both the reproductive and productive 
aspects of their lives,"she said. 

"In countries like Chad and 
Afghanistan, girls have less than a 
one-in-10 chance of attending 
secondary school, and their 
mothers have, typically, 
less than one year of 
education". 

PAI, a non- 
governmental 
body, wants to 
make the point 
that education 
and family 
planning could 
have a big 
impact on 
women's 
quality of life. 

The study 
estimates that 
to increase 
enrollment for 
girls to the level 
of boys, it would 
cost at least 6.5 
billion dollars in 
additional spending 
over 1990 figures for 
recurrent education 
expenditures. It also 
advocates building more 
schools closer to the 
communities they serve, hiring more 
women teachers, and providing more 
scholarship assistance. 

Source: InterPress Service 
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Titillating Tintinabulations 


Anti-racism and Discrimination Committee 
eeds Helping Hands!! 

We have events coming out of our ears but not 
enough labour power. 

Please leave a message at VIPIRG for Jacquie or 
come to our meetings. Wednesdays at 4:30, SUB 
137A. 

Women's Centre Collective Meetings 

Every Tuesday, 12:30, Women's Centre, room 146, 

SUB 

All women welcome. 


Reproductive Technologies Committee 
Wednesday, February 9, 6:00 in the Women's 
Centre 

The Women's Centre needs volunteers. Meet 
women, learn skills, get involved in feminist 
activism on campus. Come to the Women's 
Centre, and talk to Jacquie or Naomi. 



Queer Awareness Week February 14-18. Watch 
for events on campus! 


A 


Greater Victoria Multicultural Women's 
Association 
is having an open house on February 17, 1:00- 
4:00, Room 204-620 View Street. 


^International Women's Week Planning Committee 
Get involved! Meetings Fridays at 12:30, 

Women's Centre. 

All women welcome. 



Located in X he Heart of 
F ernwood V illage 

V eggie food 
cozy atmosphere 
leave your books at home 
and relax in our cafe 

1284D Gladstone Street 
386-1199 


WOMEN ON WOMEN: Readings from Lesbian- 
Themed Banned Books 
Sat. Feb. 19, 7:30-10:30 pm, YM/YWCA 
Auditorium, 880 Courtney St. off Quadra. 
Readings by authors Margaret Hollingsworth, 
Susan Musgrave, Zorya Plaskin, Debby Yaffe, 
Angela Hryniuk, and Lisa Lowe. Tickets $7-$9, 
available at SWAG or Everywoman's Books. 
Wheelchair accessible. For info call 381-1012. 


International Women's Week Film Festival 
Four days of films by, for and about women! 
LJVic Cinecenta, March 7-10. 






Public Lectures 

Dianne Warren, reading from her short fictio 
collection Bad Luck Dog. "Thank Gawd It's 
Friday Readings", sponsored by the UVic 
Creative Writing Department and the UVic 
Bookstore. 

Friday, Feb. 11, 1994. Fine Arts Building, roo 
103, 12:30 pm (sharp!) 


V 


Gloria Femen Orenstein on Ecofeminism 
Monday, 28 March, 7:00 pm, Begbie 159 
By donation 


The Women's March of Sorrow 

Friday, February 11, 12:00- leaves from Uvic SUB 

leaves Camosun College Hub at 1:00. 

Rally to start at 2:30 at the Parliament buildings. 
Speakers from: The Victoria Women's Transition 
House and 

Camosun College and Uvic Women's Centre 
For more info, call 370-3484 


Mature Students Society 
Sundays, 4:00, Room 137a, SUB 
See you there! 


Sexual Assault Counsellor Training is being 
offered by Slanis Fe Wilnew Lte: The women of 
Our People (formally Naukana Native Women's 
Association) in cooperation with the Victoria 
Sexual Assault Centre. This training is a six 
month, 20 hours per week, course being offered 
free of charge to all selected applicants. For more 
information contact Lorraine at 721-8728. 
Application Deadline is February 15, 1994. 

One Stop Feminist Shopping 

pverywoman's Books 

635 Johnson St. 

Mon - Sat 10:30 - 5:30 


-erotic novels 

-womanist issues 
-buttons, posters, calenders, 
jewelry, day-books and 
much more! 

Join us for our Birthday Party at our new address 
Saturday, February 12th 
Run by a volunteer feminist collective 





